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BYLAWS
Division 36 — American Psychological Association

Psychology of Religion

ARTICLE |

Name and Purpose

1. Thename of this Division shall be Psychology of Religion: A Division of the American
Psychological Association.

2. Thepurpose of this Division shall be:

(a) to encourage and accelerate research, theory, and practice in the psyachology
religion and related areas.

(b) to facilitate the dissemination of data on religious and allied issues, and the

integration of these data with current psychological research, theory, atidgra

ARTICLE Il

Membership

1. Membership of the Division shall consist of three classes, viz. Fellows, Mgrahdr
Associates.

(a) Members:

(1) Charter membersare those APA members who signed the petition for the
establishment of the Division and paid Division dues for the calendar year 1976.

(2) For all others, application for membership shall be made to the Membership
Committee on application forms specific to the Division.

(b) Fellows. To be eligible for nomination by Division 36 to APA Fellow status a person
must:

(1) meet the minimum standards for Fellow status established under AP&sByla

(2) have been a member of Division 36 for at least one year;
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(3) have made an outstanding contribution to the study of religious issues in
psychology as demonstrated through research, teaching, professional practice, or
supervision thereof;

(4) at the time of nomination be actively engaged in advancing scholarly or
professional goals relevant to the concerns of Division 36.

(c) Associates. Those who are interested in the advancement of psychology as a science
and as a profession and who have met the standards of the American Psychological
Association are eligible for Associate status in this Division.

(d) APA membersand Associates. Members and Associates of the APA applying for
Division membership in the same status help in the APA may be admitted to the
Division upon recommendation of the Membership Committee.

(e) Fellows and Members of the Division may vote and hold office within thei@iyis
pursuant to the criteria established by the Bylaws of the American Psyiclablog
Association. Associates may not hold office but are eligible to vote afteydars in
APA. Professional and Student Affiliates may not hold office or vote.

() Affiliates are not members of the Division, but are persons sufficiantéyasted in
the work and aims of the Division to wish to affiliate themselves with it. There ar
two classes of Affiliates as follows:

(1) Professional Affiliates. These shall be persons who are not members dftAPA
whose qualifications are at least equivalent to those required for membership in
the Division. They may be either psychologists or professionals from dmsspli
bearing on the central interests of the Division. Affiliates shall redbve
Division Newsletter.

(2) Student Affiliates. A student who has been accepted by APA as a Student
Affiliate is eligible for the same status in Division 36 and will be acckppeon
receipt of a request for such affiliation and after review by the Meshipe
Committee. Student Affiliates shall receive the Divisiewsletter and will be
encouraged to participate in the activities of the Division.

(9) The minimum membership dues are set by the Council of Representatives and are
paid to the Division by the Association from the members’ annual dues payments.
Additional dues or assessments may be imposed by vote of the Division.

(1) Professional Affiliates pay divisional dues equal to those of regulaberem

(2) Student Affiliates pay divisional dues set by the Executive Committee.
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ARTICLE IlI

Officers and Executive Committee

1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the officers of the DivisionidergsPresident-
Elect, immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, Represaniathe APA Council of
Representatives, and three Members-at-Large who shall be elected tenstembn the
Executive Committee. The Divisional President shall serve for a period okanaiyd the
Secretary and Treasurer will each serve three-year, overlappirgy dembers-at-large, one
of whom is elected each year, serve for three years.

2. Inthe event of the President’s death, resignation, or absence, his/her diltoes/ehae
successively onto the President-Elect, the Secretary, and then the Treasure

3. Candidates for office in the Division shall be Fellows or Members of the @vishe
nomination and election of officers and other members of the Executive Committdseshal
carried out by means of a preferential mail ballot. A vacancy in any ofiage at the
discretion of the Executive Committee, be filled by the runner-up for thaecffithe last
election.

ARTICLE IV

Duties of Officers and Executive Committee

1. ThePresident:

(&) Shall have all the duties usually ascribed to the presiding officer agdasti manual
of parliamentary procedures.

(b) Shall be empowered to appoint appropriate representatives wherevernyecessa

(c) Shall be further empowered to establish and appoint such committees of a tgmporar
nature as are important to his/her adequate function as executive officer.

2. ThePresident-Elect:

(&) Shall act in place of the President whenever the latter shall be unadney/tout
his/her assigned duties.

(b) Shall carry out other duties as assigned.
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3. TheSecretary:
(a) Shall keep appropriate records of all business.

(b) Shall take minutes of all official meetings and maintain a permateif fousiness
transacted.

(c) Shall issue an annual report which includes a summary of all businesstednsa

4. TheTreasurer:

(&) Shall issue an annual financial report, a budget for the next year,eanddéssary
papers to maintain tax-exempt status with the Internal Revenue Service.

(b) Shall be in charge of all financial matters, unless otherwise adsigmeds received
either shall be kept with the APA or deposited in an appropriate financial imstituti
Funds shall be paid out only when properly allocated according to the budget adopted
at the annual meeting, and when invoices have been rendered indicating services
provided.

(c) Shall be responsible for mailing any special assessment noticethatinénose
which are collected for the Division by APA.

5. TheExecutive Committee:

(a) Shall act as a deliberative body on all issues involving the governmentfisien
and shall conduct the business of the Division between annual meetings. When major
issues of policy arise, the Executive Committee shall make necessaigremn the
interim between annual meetings; such decisions, however, to be subject to thel approva
of the membership either through mail ballot or at the annual business meeting.

(b) Exceptions to the responsibilities of the Executive Committee shall be whweer is
delegated otherwise in these Bylaws either to an officer, or to a caanuttto the
membership.

ARTICLE V
Committees

1. The Committees of the Division shall consist of such standing Committees/ dem
provided by these Bylaws and such special Committees as may be establigied by
Executive Committee or by the President. In accordance with Article WpBé&cof the
Bylaws of the American Psychological Association, all committeall be subject to review
by the Association’s Board of Directors.
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TheMember ship Committee. There shall be a Membership Chairperson appointed annually
by the President. The Chairperson, in turn, may appoint two members of the Division to
serve with him/her on the Membership Committee. It shall be the responsbitity
Membership Committee to publicize the Division so as to attract new membergeto the
credentials of those applying for membership, and to recommend to the Executive
Committee those applicants who are qualified for admission as Membersiadass0c
Professional Affiliates or Student Affiliates.

TheProgram Committee shall consist of a Chairperson and four other members of the
Division. In order to provide continuity on this Committee, the President-Elect, omiags
office, shall appoint two members to serve on the Committee for two-yea. ®rma of the
members shall be designated to become Chairperson of the Program Committee when the
President-Elect becomes President of the Division. The remaining one merttieer of
Committee is appointed each year by the President for a one-year teri@omnsttee shall

be responsible for organizing the Convention Program of the Division.

TheCommittee on Fellows shall consist of three Fellow of the Division. The incoming
President-Elect shall appoint one person to the Committee who shall continue intmotite se
year. The two others of the Committee shall be appointed by the Presidentaadhsyall

be the duty of the Committee on Fellows to receive all nominations for Fellowshgletct
and consider such supporting materials as are necessary, and to recommend f@minees
Fellow status in the Division, in accordance with the Bylaws of the Division andahose
APA, to the Executive Committee.

TheElection Committee shall consist of the Past-President as Chairperson and two other
members appointed by the Chairperson. The Election Committee shall securetioosina
confidential mail ballot to be returned by December first of any givantgethe Election
Committee Chair. The outcome shall be determined by a preferential count uteeafiat
which shall be specified on the ballot. Return envelopes shall bear a validatiatyseg The
Committee shall ascertain whether the nominees are qualified and williay& & elected.
The list of nominees for each office shall be reported to the American Psyichblog
Association Central Office for inclusion in the election ballot issued by teedfetion at a
date specified by the Association. There shall be at least two nominations cectlumel
ballot for each office to be filled.

ThePublications Committee shall consist of the President, the President-Elect, and the
Editor. This committee shall have the responsibility for the publication(s) &ith&on.
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ARTICLE VI

Activities

=

Theannual meeting of the Division shall take place at the same time and place as the annual
convention of the American Psychological Association for the transaction of time &sisif
the Division.

2. In order to carry out the work of the Divisighe outgoing and incoming Executive
Committees shall meet at the time of the annual convention of the Association. Meetings of
the Executive Committee may be called during the year, as needed, acte&ah of the
Executive Committee. Any member of the Division may attend these meetings but
participation is restricted to invitation by the Executive Committee.

3. The Division shall issue a newsletter to inform the members of the businkeeafision
and of any other matters related to the purposes of the Division.

ARTICLE VI

Parliamentary Authority

1. The Parliamentary Authority for the Division shall be Robéttses of Order Revised unless
specifically superseded in some areas by provisions of these Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI
Amendments
1. Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by a majority vote of the Executive
Committee or by a majority vote of the members present at any annualgn&ettification

of the amendment(s) proposed requires a two-thirds majority of those membersyoting
mail ballot.

Revised to reflect results of Fall, 1992 Bylaws amendment vote. Submitted bgrstaEgprman,
Secretary.

Revised to reflect results of Fall, 1993 Bylaws amendment vote on affiliatesit@abiny
Margaret Gorman, Secretary.



